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Welcome to Muskham Preschool

To help your child/ren settle in smoothly and enjoy Preschool to its fullest, please find below some helpful information.

Arriving at Preschool
We understand starting preschool is a big step, so we aim to keep the arrival system simple and friendly. There are coat hooks in the foyer for coats and bags to be hung up and there will be a member of staff to greet you at the door. We ask you say your goodbyes to your child in the foyer and then your child/ren can enter our room and be greeted by another member of staff.

During Preschool
Preschool does provide the children with a healthy snack during the morning session and afternoon with a choice of milk or water. Please ensure you inform a member of staff of any allergies. Preschool does not provide lunch so if your child is staying for lunch club, please provide a packed lunch in a suitable container. Please do not put in sweets, large chocolate bars or fizzy drinks.
There are always opportunities for messy play and whilst we do provide aprons, we suggest you send your child in old clothes or we do have a uniform for you to purchase, as the paint has been known to stain despite being washable, We use the outdoor space in all weathers again the mud kitchen can get ‘very muddy’ so please make sure you provide wellies and a coat and dress your child appropriately for the weather.

Leaving Preschool
As Preschool is only insured during session time, please ensure you pick up your child promptly at the end of session. If someone else is collecting your child, please make sure the staff are aware of this. We do operate a password system if someone else picks up your child. The doors will not be open until 3.20pm if you need to collect your child before this time, please speak to a member of staff to let us know.

Key person 
We operate a key person system which means each member of staff has a group of children who she is particularly responsible for. They will work with you to ensure that what we provide is right for your child depending on their needs and interests. This member of staff will be responsible for keeping your child’s learning journey up to date. If ever you would like to speak to your child’s key worker, please ask and we will arrange a suitable time.




Invoices 
Invoices are issued monthly in advance through our online system Tapestry and are to be paid within two weeks. All details for payments are on the invoice, we charge £6.00 per hour. (1st April 2025) increasing to £6.25 from the 1st May 2026.
We charge a voluntary 50p per session consumable charge, this helps to pay towards snacks, baking ingredients, tissues, wipes, and extra curriculum activities e.g., caterpillar music, outdoor play.

Session times 
Our sessions run from Monday to Friday term time, and we open Tuesday and Thursday 8.30am – 4.00pm during school holidays. You can choose to do half day sessions morning or afternoon or a full day, we strongly advise your child attends 2 sessions per week, it helps the child settle more easily, quickly and gain confidence.

 Sessions are;
Half days                                                            Full days 
8.30am – 12pm                                                 8.30am – 4pm
9.00am – 12pm                                                 8.30am – 3.30pm
8.30am – 1pm                                                   9.00am – 4pm
9.00am – 1pm                                                   9.00am – 3.30pm

Afternoon session 
12pm – 3.30pm
12pm – 4pm
1pm – 3.30pm
1pm – 4pm 

Other Information 
Please provide your child/ren with a change of clothes in a named bag and an A4 sized bag for all their creative artwork to be placed in to ensure a safe journey home!

Muskham Preschool is run by a volunteer parent/grandparent committee. We aim to provide a low-cost, high-quality committee-run friendly facility but we need your help to maintain this. The committee generally meet once per half term to discuss future events, fundraising ideas and help to shape and support the running of the preschool going forward. If you would like to join the committee, please speak to a staff member, Chairperson, or any member of the committee.

We hope that you and your child/ren enjoy being member of our setting and that you both find taking part in all our activities interesting, stimulating, and enjoyable.
If you have any queries, questions, or concerns, please do not hesitate to speak to the manger, Helen Walters.

Please log onto our Facebook page which has news and setting information.

At Muskham Preschool we follow the Early Years Foundation Stage Statutory Framework (EYFS) set out by the government The EYFS framework sets the standards that all early year’s providers must meet to ensure that children learn and develop well, ensures children are kept healthy and safe, ensures that children have the knowledge and skills they need to start school.
We also use a document called Development Matters which offers a top-level view of how children develop and learn for all early year’s practitioners to help us assess how each child is developing. There are seven areas of development 3 prime areas and 4 specific areas of development.
Prime arears:
· Personal, social and emotional development
· Physical development
· Communication and language.

· Specific Areas:
· Literacy.
· Mathematics.
· Understanding the world.
· Expressive arts and design.

For more information click on the link below and any queries please speak to a member of staff.

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1180056/DfE_Development_Matters_Report_Sep2023.pdf
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